Vermilion River
District UMW
August 2008

President:

Barbara Clark

| just said goodbye to my daughter and her
family from lowa. They were only here for 2 %2
days so we had to make the most of the visit.
|l 6m sure that you can al
too short visitsé.. O wel

Now back to the business of United
Methodist Women. Please take out your
Mission Today forms and bring them up to date
with what your unit has done so far this year.
Read over the entire form and decide what
else you will need to do to become a Love,

Joy, or Hope unit.

Here are some future date reminders:

Spiritual Growth Retreat i August 16 at the
Dwight UMC 1 No reservations needed. See
the flyer on page 13 in the newsletter. | look
forward to seeing you there.

District Annual Meeting i September 6™ (a
change from the original date) at Manteno
UMC i See the flyer on page 11 of this
newsletter for registration information. Big
plans are being made and we will be hearing
updates from Cunningham and Lessie Bates
Davis Neighborhood House. You definitely will
enjoy the beautiful UM church in Manteno. We
will be electing our district officers for 2009.

D o nférget that you will need to have your
new slate of officers to Nancy Jennings (district
secretary) by September 1 for them to go in the
new directory.

I hope all of you are planning a United
Met hodi st Womenés Sunday
There are so many topics that you can use as

our t heme. need
Zhep’hé‘rdes% bl shk Will hbl&fc‘)u f.fnoeowe an
al | means dondt f or ge

Annual Meeting October 4™ at Union UMC in
Belleville. Since we will be so close to Lessie
B at e suémigbt think about going the day
bef ore and scheduling a
if you have never visited.

On October 30" will be our Mini-Mission and
Local Office Update at Atlanta UMC. Even if
you have been in your office for several years,
please plan to attend, as this is a great time to
not only learn more about our mission and
purpose, but also to share ideas with other
units.

| realize that we have many dates to
remember and gatherings
them on your calendar. Hilight them and please
attend. The ladies that are serving you on the
District and Conference level work very
diligently to plan meetings that you will enjoy
and will benefit you with your work on the local
level. What we appreciate the most is to see
your beautifulsmiing f aces t hereé.
getting a hug.

Lovingly,

Barbara Clark



Vice-President:
Teedra Hudson

This summer is quickly passing and before
you know it our Annual Meeting will be here. |
pray many of you will join us in Manteno on
Sept ember 6t h. OuThatAlh e me
May Thirst No Moreo

My husband and | just returned from a brief
holiday to the Indiana Dunes State and
National Shore Line. | was so looking forward
to the brief get-away. This summer has been
quite challenging, and one of my life goals is
to see as many of our National Parks as |
possibly can. With gas prices being what they
are, we are staying pretty close to home, as |
am sure many of you are.

The first night we arrived, and after
checking into the hotel, we went exploring. |
wanted to see the shoreline. We took a
wrong turn, and ended up in the outlet mall
parking lot. De JA Vue. | had been there
before.

The second day we made it to the beach. |
was a bit disappointed; this national shoreline
was not what | had expected. Then again | do
not know what | really expected. To put the
icing on the cake, one could not wade or
swim in the water due to the bacteria levels
being too high in Lake Michigan. This did not
affect most of the visitors; in fact they
appeared to be quite accustomed to not
swimming.

This little adventure of ours left me with a
few thoughts as we go into our September
annual meeting.

The first: | had been to this area before.
Unfortunately, | was on a business trip and
totally oblivious to my surroundings. | was on
a mission to get from point A to point B and
missed out on what was right before my
eyes.

The second:iwat er |, wa treeand e v e

not a drop to drinko,
The third: the normality of contamination.

As we go into our September 6th Annual
meeting we will be exploring the water needs
of Liberia, the water they wash in, play in and
Whlost inpofRafitly dtink. In Liberia, many of
our Sister churches do not have safe drinking
water. Cholera, malaria and diarrhea claim
the lives of thousands of children and adults
each year.

As United Methodists continue to meet the
needs of our brothers and sisters in Liberia,
we cannot be oblivious to the most basic
need of all and that is one of clean, safe
drinking water. The Liberian people have
been far too long accustomed to unsafe
drinking water, and have had to accept
diseases associated with unsafe water.

Please join us Saturday, September 6th in
Manteno; bring a friend, a neighbor, a

daughter and | etds | ear:t

difference.

I n Christodéds Abundant
Teedra Hudson

Wish List for Annual
Meeting for
Cunni ngham
Home:

Body lotion (Suave, Aveen
Lubriderm, Olay, St. lves,
generic), Walmart gift card
Mc Donal dés &
certificate
labels & Box Tops for
Education



Nominations Chair:
Lorena Wolf

Communications Coordinator:

Kay Fisher
As | come to the end of my term as the We appreciate all who have agreed to
editor of your newsletter, | pray that you have accept a nomination for the Vermilion River
found each issue informative and entertaining. District slate of officers for 2009; we believe we
Remember to check the conference UMW have a great team |l ined
page on the lllinois Great Rivers Conference wonderful to have people like you who will
website, at www.igrc.org. Once on the agree to take the time and energy to do this
Conference website, you can locate the UMW particular part of oThankyowr dos
l inks by clicking on @ Mi gerysntch.iPleaselookower the sanpke batlod p ,
then locating UMW in the list on the left. on page 15. We will be electing our officers at
Have you signed up to receive the weekly the Annual Meeting in Manteno on September
e-newsletter from Carolyn Yockey, our 6. See you there!

Conference UMW President? To sign up, just Lorena.and Committee..
gototheconf erence websi-te, and click on Hfhe
newso al ong ,éenteeyouremgiht si de
address, and then you will be able to select
from a variety of e-news reports to receive. f ’
Stay informed! -
Kay Fisher =
y 4.;

Membership, Nurture and Outreach:
Gussie Mansfield

Fall is just around the corner, and traditionally this is the time when all our units begin making plans
for all their end-of-the-year activities. UMW Sunday, fall dinners, bazaars, Thanksgiving and
Christmas special events are all in the planning stages. It will be a good time to look at your
membership to see how you can reach out to any of the members, not only those active in UMW, but
to all the ladies of the church. We are all about nurturing and outreach.

Our district and the conference are asking you to make a firm commitment to involve our younger
church women in the activities of UMW. Each church has its own unique make-up, so there is no one
plan that will fill the needs of all. It is not an easy task, but discuss it with UMW members and also
other members of your church. You may be surprised at what feed-back you might get.

I n your Annual meeting Presidentds Packet there
annual Membership counting. | shall try to make this as simple as possible. Presidents, be sure you
give this information to your unit secretaries.

| just realized that this is the last news item | will be writing for The Vermilion Voice because | am
ending my tenure on the Executive team. It has been a rewarding experience. | am grateful for all the
new friends | have made. Most of all, being on the Executive team makes you very aware of just what
UMW is all about. If you are ever asked to serve, do not hesitate to say yes!

May God continue to bless the works of all you dedicated United Methodist Women.

In Christian Love,

Gussie


http://www.igrc.org/

VERMILION RIVER DISTRICT
2008 SHEPHERDESS LIST

BARBARA CLARK WYVONNA GUSSIE LORENA WOLFE
Grand Prairie CLARK MANSFIELD Lexington
Kempton Kankakee Trinity Grant Park Chenoa
Momence Bradley Wesley Aroma Park Bloomington West
Pontiac Downs llliana Heights Olive
Reddick Cabery CAROL BUENTE JOANNE
TEEDRA HUDSON JANE HOFFMAN Chatsworth HARTENBOWER
Atlanta Cornell Cullom Wenona St. Joh
Cropsey Flanagan Manteno Tonica
EIIsworth Forrest _ HELEN DUFORE McNabb
Hennepin Normal First Bonfield First FAYE TOMBAUGH
McDowell JUDY REDEMER Coal City Dwight
Minonk . Bloomington Fairbury Lostant
Saunemin Grace Ransom Mazon
NANCY JENNINGS Normal Calvary Verona
Bonfield Evangelical Saybrook Wesbein ganI:ilnS;oEnR MARJORY DYER
E:‘ﬁg&gg%t Mark VIOLET BECK Wesley Bloomington Park
' Bloomington Faith Colfax Heyworth
CATHY MASCHER Dana Grand Ridge Hudson
Asbury Kankakee Long Point Streator First
Herscher Roanoke
Secretary:

Nancy Jennings

Wish List for Annual

Meeting for

REMINDER: 1 will need the names of Lessie Bates Davis

your officers for 2009 by September 1. Al Neighbothood House:

you need to send me are any changes to

your officeros |list from the District Directory

for 2008. No need to send a list of all your Diapers (any size)

officers if there are no changes as long as Baby wipes

there were no errors in the 2008 directory. Baby wash

Please mail your revised list for 2009 to me

by September 1%, or you can also email it to

me.

Nancy



cCunni
Representatives:

ngham Chil dr e

Chaplain Gay explained the importance of his
Pl ssowegqhgn mghere to stand and told him
what to say.

When people began filing forward to
receive Communion, Ethan took his place next

Sue Coons to Chaplain Gay and foll
and be thankful o with hi
thankful o.
Dee Hanner The routine continued for several minutes
until Chaplain Gay realized that Ethan was no
| onger saying ADrink ant
News from Cunningham she looked beside her, Ethan had tears
streaming down his face. In the midst of
Whenever we visit units to tell the story of th f ﬁ (rj ''ng Gdo't(ii 0 SI bsdo aghers n d
Cunningham Chil drenos Horﬁqar,'r?n%pgrielncee{/ee?py'one d
wants to hear about the children and youth we " the special moments, “occasions,  an
are serving. They want to know experiences we offer to kids, God
that what they are doing is ® moves and works in marvelous
. . . . b ways. Yes, ladies, we are making
making a difference in the lives . ) .
of the young people there at a difference in the lives of these
Cunningham (x. / young people, ano! I pray that you
We Want. to share a story . g PO will never forgeft it. Clipping the
with you that Chaplain Gay told CUNNINGHAM | labels and cutting out the box
us: : : tops, buyln_g the_ produ_cts
needed, making a quilt, donating
At Cunningham Chil dr 0s g'ftI—F%rgﬁeor money i these are
Communion is offered once a month at the end wﬁaf' we dg for t.he _chlldren to help make a
of the Chapel service to kids and staff who difference in their life experience _When we
cannotbetheret o do it in persc

wish to receive it. Chaplain Gay gives the
invitation and instructions and hands the bread
to each person. Usually one of the youth helps
by holding the tray of communion cups.

On this particular occasion, Ethan came to
Chapel knowing it was Communion week and
excitedly asked if he could assist in serving.

» s

i Spring

2008

up and do what we do with a joyous heart.

The search continues for a new CEO of
Cunningham. As soon as a decision is
announced, we will let you know.

Sue Coons & Dee Hanner

NnKi dos Needs Fi

Thank you for your love and generosity! At the Spring Meeting, the Vermilion River
District donated body lotion, a variety of love gifts, afghans, gift card, cash,

rs

2 Campbell 6ds UPCs and Box Tops for Educat ion w
$2,376.00. WOW! Thank you so much.
= From the Cunningham Kids & Staff >



Program Resources:
Helen DuFour

The summer is quickly passing.
Our days have been filled with
O0Bato-Bchool 6 and
Sal es, Far mer 0s
Fairs, picnics, gardening and
summer sports. In the world of UMW, it is a
time for the Spiritual Growth Retreat at Dwight
UMC on August 16, and the District Annual
Meeting at Manteno UMC on September 6.

|l 6m excited. Books
both meetings. If all goes well, we should have
2009 Program Books and Prayer Calendars
for the August retreat! | hope to also have
books from the 2009 reading list available for
the September meeting. Plan to spend time at
the Program Resources display and bring your
checkbook.

Continue to encourage your members to
read. There is still plenty of time to complete a
reading plan. Remember to build time into
your meetings for members to share their
latest book. The more we share, the more we
encourage others to read, too. As we read, we
learn about social issues and missions around
the world. We have an opportunity to grow
spiritually. Participating in the UMW Reading
Program is truly WIN-WIN!

Relax and enjoy!

Helen

/‘ =

have

Education & Interpretation:
Violet Beck

Hello Friends,
S u mmeE&me flies by when you are having fun. |
Ma rh&ve had g busg tunufitield gummer. | took two
grandsons on a trip to Washington, D.C. We
had a great time. God watched over me and
kept me from disasters. | had a small accident
that turned out well. God is so good. | hope you
have had a great God-filled summer.

bhe BistrictaviindMissie@n & Ldcal Officers
Update will be at the Atlanta UMC on October
30, 2008. Plan to attend. This will be hosted by
the southern most unit in our district. Try to car
pool with others on the way to Atlanta. There
wilbemor e i nformation in t|
Packets at the September 6th Annual Meeting
in Manteno.

Keep working on your mission projects! And
thank you to all who attended the School of
Christian Mission in
make it this year, think about attending next
year. Some scholarships are available for first-
timers, and everyone there learns a lot, and
has a great time.

God Bless You!
Violet Beck

Aug

Bloomington Wesley United Methodist Church is hosting a Ten
Sisters/Women Of Wesley Luncheon on Wednesday,
September 24, 2008. The seven sisters who are able will join us
for the day along with representatives from Cunningham
Children's Home. Luncheon will be at 12 noon and reservations
are required. Tickets are $7.00 and are payable at the event.
The program featuring the story of the ten Waggoner sisters, which was presented on
PBS will begin at 1PM. No reservations required for the program alone. The "Ten
Sisters" story is important to us because of their connection to Cunningham Children's
Home. You may make reservations by calling the church at 309-827-8046 or by
emailing Karen Fleming at karen@acorntreeconsulting.com or by phone at 309-827-
7035. Reservations will be accepted until September 15, 2008. We invite members of all
the UMW units of the Vermilion River District to come and enjoy the Fellowship of the
day.




