Greetings in Christ,

I hope this summer is a blessing in many ways toamd your family. While | am on renewal leaveohtinue to share
with you portions of my journal of reflections whil was in Liberia in February. This one is ag@tsonal, but it could
hardly be anything else in view of what occurreat tharticular day.

Journal of Reflections
Liberia Trip

Friday, February 16, 2007

The day started early as | awoke by 4 am Libenget(10 pm lllinois time). It was hot as every ded been...even at
that hour. An early shower, which wast hot any day, prepared me for yet another adverautbe Liberia Annual
Conference.

As the opening music was being sung, | receiveddvibat | needed to call home. It was about 8:45Léaria time
(2:45 am lllinois). | didn’t think. | just calledBobbie slept through the ringing and | left ass@ge for her to call. At
11:30 am or so (Liberia), Joseph (a member of #h€ tommunications team whose cell phone | had usaitBd me out
of the session. He had called on my behalf andbiBobad answered. It was then that Bobbie shdrede¢artbreaking
news that my Dad had passed away “yesterday”. r Afterief conversation about the circumstancesvemat we should
do about the service, | shared the news with cgllea and returned to the guesthouse.

| wept at a loss that was expectedsome day, but had com#hat day...way too soon...but, don't they all? | wept at
being half a world away and not being present taleathe arrangements, which Bobbie was having to

do. | wept thanking God for a father who had beemuch a part of my life and our family’s; gondyodiz years after
mom’s passing.

Dad never liked drawing too much attention to hilfrsstumble and self reliant as he was. At that moirlewas
overwhelmed at the thought of the attention ak twould receive here in Liberia and back in lllisdiecause | wasn’t
there, and couldn’t get home, but there wasn’t mumbuld do about it. The timing was what it was od3 timing that
crowned the earthly end of Dad’s life and his pags$hrough the door to eternal life.

(Ironically a small legacy of my Dad remains in &ila through two wooden candle sticks | took assgi® my two
partner district superintendents, which Dad hadtedaby hand. Little did | know at the time thdl fsignificance those
candle sticks would have. Their mates appear aglguhere in clergy gatherings when we have comomwand will be
included in the worship centers for this year’'s istiy area charge conferences. What a joy it wél to have
Superintendent Morrison Wleh of the Nana Kru D&tfriLAC, as our guest as we gather for these inporannual
meetings later this fall.)

Reith

INTERPRETER MAGAZINE

Pastors: Youtnterpreter magazine subscription will be mailed to you thisryePlease take time to complete the
form and mail it back to UM Communications. Thisan excellent magazine.

District Office
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3 District Office closed
4-6 Cabinet Retreat



10 10:00 am Ministry area clergy group leadsdr
District Office
17 District Office closed
18-20 Cabinet
23 9:00 am Keith speaking at Momence
10:30 am Keith speaking at Grant Park
24 ROMEO
25 9 am-3:30 pm District clergy gatherindgPantiac
27 9 am-5pm Clergy consultations at Norfnest
30 9:30 am Keith speaking at Dwight
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Karen Gather 9-7 Rorofge 9-14
Marvin Orewiler 9-5 Tina Cata 9-15
Bill Leppin 9-10 MaRosebraugh 9-17
Diane Yentes 9-10 Davitikion  9-25
Mary Ellen Peabody 9-11 Stan Irvin 9-29
Frank Silas 9-11
Scott Baird 9-12

- DISTRICT APPOINTMENTS -

FAREWELL

John Legetired from the Magnolia/McNabb Churches as ofel80.

Becky Lembkerom Heyworth
Debbie HorvatHrom Roanoke/Secor

WELCOME

Grant Armstrongvas appointed to Pontiac First as of 07-15-07.
Stan Haxtoris the interim supply pastor at Heyworth.

INDISTRICT APPOINTMENT

Rob Roywas appointed to Atlanta/Ebenezer beginning Aufjust

- SEPTEMBER NEWS -

WORSHIP CONFERENCE

A Worship Conference is scheduled for Saturdapie&3aber 22. We have assembled several leadersafraund
the conference for the purpose of equipping lotairch worship leaders (both volunteer and paid),ship ministry
teams, media teams, praise bands and others imvatvereekly worship ministry. For a complete lidt presenters,
elective seminar titles and registration informatio please go to



http://www.harvestministryteams.com/worship_confeedindex.html. If you have questions, you may alsntact Tim
Price at 618-667-6241 ext. 414.
TimPrice

WORSHIP WORKSHOP

On Saturday, September 29 from 10 am-4 pm the CaplUMC will offer a worship workshop on “Finding
God in New/Old Ways.”

This interactive and experiential workshop isdrChristians, lay and clergy, and will examinensoof the ways
our foreparents in the faith have encountered @otthé past and how these tools can be adapted db thee spiritual
needs of 2% Century Christians.

Along with the more common and familiar tools afjger, Baptism and Holy Communion, we will also be
exploring such things as the Walking the Labyriftaize Worship, Prayer Beads, and Spiritual Jourgal

Our keynote speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Carolyeb&t, who completed her Doctorate of Ministry degre
Spirituality in 2004 after developing the Sacredrdey of Healing retreat process to assist adaitfe survivors of child
sexual abuse in grieving their losses and gathesirgngth and moving ahead. She is a Veriditasifiéer Labyrinth
Facilitator and has trained with Dr. Lauren Artrasshe labyrinth in Chartres, France, as wellteending a retreat with
the Taize Community located in Taize, France.

Other workshop leaders will include the Rev. Dnomas R. Logsdon, former mission executive withGleaeral
Board of Global Ministries, who will be leading @xkshop on Prayer Beads for the'@Zlentury.

The total cost for this workshop is $10 per persore collected on the day of the event. Thialkfae will help
defray some of the costs related to lunch, suppdied other expenses of the workshop.

Please make your reservation at least five dajerdehe workshop. For more information or to maleir
reservation, please call, write, fax or email tlealCity UMC.

Igrc News
Coal City UMC, 6805 E. McArdle Rd, Coal City 60416, 815-634-8670, fax 815-634-2314,email: ccumc@sbcglobal.net
website: www.coalcityum.org

- FOR YOUR INFORMATION -

SUNDAY SCHOOL CURRICULUM

Children across the United States are leaving thancSunday mornings with these words ringing #irtears:
“God is a great big God.” They are also talkingabBongo, Mr. Z and Ms. Lucy, “The Station” anddi@mon Ground
Café.” Along the way, they are developing lifeldiagh and a love for Sunday school. That wasdfeam behind “Live
B.1.G.” when the UM Publishing House last year proed the first year’'s Sunday school curriculumdoitdren ages 3-
13. One year later, there is evidence that therdiie coming true. In the first seven months ofpiction, sales were up
to $2.4 million, and 4,575 churches had boughtriée curriculum. In a survey of first-time usemspondents said the
DVD was helpful and that more children were attagdsunday school.

UMNSNews in Brief

NOTHING BUT NETS




After returning from Annual Conference, Reverersiels purchased a mosquito net and hung it on tneszy
wall along with a “Nothing but Nets” t-shirt. Fewery net purchased, a picture of a child in Aftdl be placed on the
net. He challenged the congregation to “cover’rteewith pictures. To date, 70 pictures adornniie

Rev. Dave Estep - El Paso UMC

BOOKS

A pastor that was moving has left some lectioqaeaching resources at the District Office. If yva interested
in seeing them stop in at the office.
Sandy

MISSION TRIP TO MISSISSIPPI GULF COAST

The Vermilion District Volunteers in Mission aréapning a winter work trip to Waveland MS, Febru2ri6,
2008. Persons interested can request a registrétion by contacting David Prussner by phone at83%-8730 after
4:30 pm or by e-mailing David at ddugli@netzero.co@nce you have received and completed the ragimtrform you
can mail it to David Prussner, #4 Little Chief, Bbonnais, IL 60914 by October 31, 2007. The totst per person is
$350, which includes all travel expenses to anthfiaveland, MS along with food and lodging at Ca@uyifside. All
registrants are requested to attend the first mgeth Sunday, 11/11/2077 at 2:00 pm at the AsbuCl196 South
Harrison, Kankakee, IL 60901.

David Prussner

UMCOR IN NEED OF FINANCIAL DONATIONS

The United Methodist Committee on Relief is askiogfinancial donations to replenish its U.S. disa relief
fund after record-breaking rains, fires and windsséh drained the account during the spring and sumng&ince
September 2006, the Domestic Disaster Responsengdviaas been tapped for 28 U.S. emergencies infiatent
annual conferences and delivered more than $856/0@0d. “Although we are not reading or hearifgpat these
disasters every day in the news, there are hundrepgsople in dire need in Texas, Kansas, Caliboamd many other
places in the U.S.,” said the Rev. Sam Dixon, imezhief executive of UMCOR, which is part of therbmination’s
Board of Global Ministries. “We are profoundly thdiul to United Methodists who have given so genstpin the past,
but now the need is threatening to outpace theuress.”

UMNS News in Brief

EDGE YOUTH GROUP TRAVEL TO MEXICO




LeRoy Youth Group

The EDGE Youth Group from LeRoy UMC spent the lasek in June working in an extremely poor area of

Matamoros, Mexico. Thirty nine people (28 teend ah adults) made the two day trip down to thelsewrt tip of Texas

to Los Fresnos where we called home for the wédle traveled into Mexico each day to work with La@gx at his
ministry Juntos Servimos (“Together We Serve”). olgvoups did construction projects, building twases and another
group worked in the mission school with school &gks. All groups were able to travel a little faet into Mexico to
deliver food and supplies to some fishing villag®¥ée got a lot of needed work done, however, tred definitely not the
most important part of us being there. Our teerds adults formed some great relationships withfémeilies and kids
that we were working with. A smile and a hug waswgh to break the language barrier. Our groupaigh tears and a
final audios, but the lessons learned and the miemgained will last a lifetime.

Seve Ward, Youth Pastor

ADVANCED SCHOOL

The Advanced Lay Speaking School will be on SatyrtNovember 10 at Pontiac First.
Deb Honegger



NOMADSWORK AT EVENGLOW LODGE

For the second year a team of NOMADS returnedot@ groject at Evenglow Lodge in Pontiac, IL. Team
members were George & Rubye Russell, leaders, &oniti; Warren and Carolyn Walberg, HendersonviN€;; David
and Cathie Smith, Kalamazoo, MI; Roger and Janevdarth, Logansport, IN. and John & Kitty Hahn, iBlgL.

This year they finished a new 4-bay garage fodesgs of Evenglow. McCoy Construction put up shell and
will have the overhead doors installed. The Nonfadshed the interior walls, trimmed the doorsstadled and trimmed
the outside vinyl siding, painted windows and doorstalled insulation and planned and installé&lalctrical wiring and
fixtures.

NOMADS (Nomads On A Mission Active In Divine Sete) is an organization of the UMC consisting maiifly
retried persons who own an RV. There are abouf Ith®mbers in 41 states and 5 Canadian provincdsey are
governed by a Board of Directors of 12 personsiRed Russell serves on that board. They do 150p26§@cts a year
across the U.S., serving UM churches and churd@diaglagencies. Their work and labor is volunteef@éte host agency
provides a place to park their RVs. In 2005-20@BMNADS completed 166 projects in 28 states and Mexitvolving
1550 workers (some members do multiple projects) gdwve 120,880 hours of work.

For more information you may contact Rev. Russetio to the website nomadsumc.org.

Rev. George Russell

VBSAT GRACE

Sounds of “yahoo” and “yeehaw” were heard througt@race UMC in Bloomington from July 93hrough July
27" as the church was transformed into Avalanche Ré&orcBS. Approximately forty children from presmbi through
fifth grade attended each night. Puppets, dranadts¢c games and snacks were a hit each nightilseshlearned about
our awesome God and His love for us. Certainlyighllght for everyone occurred on Tuesday evenirgenvLindy
Nealey, a teenage member of Grace, brought heel@usiner to the park across the street. Lindytisck-rider and
performs with Gunner at rodeos throughout the MistweGunner seemed to enjoy the attention as eéhnildot to pet,
brush and feed him that evening. Through theihthygofferings, the children and staff raised enougpney to purchase
over 120 rubber trees to be sent to Liberia. Ewmeeyin attendance enjoyed their time spent at Awdila Ranch.



Audrey



