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THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
ILLINOIS GREAT RIVERS CONFERENCE 

 
210 W. Water St.            
Suite 2                   Office: 815-844-3530 
Pontiac, IL 61764                 Home: 815-844-5885 
Email: vrdist@verizon.net                          Fax:     815-844-6583 
Website: www.vermilionrd.org             
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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
At the “Igniting the Fire” event last Saturday, our resource leader the Rev. Royal Speidel, Distinguished Evangelist in 
Residence for the General Board of Discipleship, UMC, referred to a statement I had made to him regarding how each 
congregation and each of us need to rethink the church in this twenty-first century.  In reality it is actually reclaiming our 
first century roots…roots that John Wesley was calling the church in 18th century England to understand.  The diagram 
below attempts to outline my reflection on what I have read and believe regarding the movement that needs to take place 
in our thinking and in our approach as a church in order to make a difference in today’s world. 
 
Established Churches focus too often on:                                     Missional Churches focus on: 
 
God is transcendent—“above us”                                     God is involved—“with us” 
Learning Biblical stories and about Jesus                                    Being formed by Biblical stories and by the 

                                 life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Worship is meditational, ordered, observed                                  Worship is experiential, free flowing,  

                                 participatory   
Church as Chapel—Sanctuary from the world                                               Church as Community—mission station  

                                in the world 
Membership has its privileges                                                 Discipleship has its responsibilities 
Ministry is what I receive                                     Ministry is how I live out my faith 
Financial gifts are seen as dues to the church                                   Tithes and offerings are gifts to God 
Building is primary, the heart of the ministry                                   Building is a tool for ministry, an  

                               instrument for carrying out ministry 
Clergy do the ministry, are the professional                                   Clergy equip the laity to be the ministers,  

ministers, are CEOs                                    are Spiritual leaders 
Programs are carefully planned,                                                  Ministries are carefully planned, 

Risks and uncertainties before moving                                               risks and uncertainties addressed   
ahead, chance of failure unacceptable                                               but taken willingly, failure is okay 

Visitors, newcomers welcomed                                  Visitors, newcomers invited and  
                                included, as are friends, relatives, 
                                neighbors without a church home 

 
I welcome the opportunity to talk with you about the nature of the church for the twenty-first century and learn where you 
believe God is calling us into ministry today and the days ahead as a missional church. 
 
Grace and peace, 
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1        6 pm-8 pm C/C Dixie Ministry Area at Heyworth 
4        Keith will be speaking at Kankakee Asbury 
          2 pm-4 pm C/C Los Amigos del Norte Ministry  
                              Area at Kankakee Asbury 
          6 pm-8 pm C/C Lower Middle Fork Ministry Area  
                             at Pontiac First 
9-13  Cabinet 
10      8 am-8 pm Lay speaking classes at Pontiac First 
14-18 The Baby Fold Festival of Trees – Interstate Center 
19       10:00 am-12:00 pm  Ministry Area Leaders at 
                                              District Office 
22      Happy Thanksgiving 
23      District Office closed 
26      ROMEO 
 

 
Andy Anthony          11-02         Amy Armstrong   11-24 
Gretchen Stinebaugh 11-04        Toni Gonzalez      11-25 
Pinckney Love, Jr.    11-05         Don Pratt              11-26 
Mary Lou Scott         11-06        Judy Icenogle        11-27 
John Cross                 11-11        Elizabeth Glidden 11-28 
Hiram Gonzalez        11-12        Ann Champion      11-28 
 

- DISTRICT APPOINTMENTS - 
 

WELCOME  
 

Amanda Richards has been appointed to Heyworth 
starting November 1. 
Ken Sloan-Couch has been appointed to Roanoke/Secor 
starting November 1. 
Paulette Cott has been appointed to Cropsey/Saybrook 
Wesbein starting November 1. 
 

FAREWELL  
 

Tim Lembke will be leaving Cropsey/Strawn/Saybrook 
Wesbein as of October 31. 
Mark Canada has been appointed to Clay 
City/Harmony/Bethel starting December 23. 
 

CLOSING 
 

The Strawn UMC closed as of October 31. 
                         

- NOVEMBER  NEWS - 
 

REFRESHER CLASSES FOR LOCAL AND 
ADVANCED CLASS FOR LAY SPEAKERS 

 
 The date for lay speaking classes is November 10 
at Pontiac First UMC from 8:00 am-8:00 pm.  Classes are 
taught by Peg and Al Kulczewski, former conference 
directors of lay speaking.  Classes are “Lay Speakers 
Teach Adults” or “Lay Speakers Discover Spiritual Gifts”. 

Morning sessions of each class count as Refresher classes 
for local lay speaking.  We will celebrate the renewal of 
local lay speakers during lunch and dismiss them at 12:45. 
 Contact Deb Honegger for registration material at 
dhonegger@mchsi.com or 815-657-8840. 

Deb Honegger 
 

REGISTER FOR 
PEACE ADVENTURE 

 
 Calling 4th and 5th graders to participate on Nov. 
10th and 11th in Peace Adventure.  This experience is for 
students in the VRD and their friends.  We will be 
looking at how to have peace within and peace between 
from the Christian perspective.  We will use songs, 
crafts, games, acting, and videos to learn about peaceful 
living.  Teens and adults will be the guides for this 
overnight adventure.  The fun begins at Grace UMC in 
Bloomington at 9 am on Nov. 10th and concludes at 2 pm 
on the 11th.  If the weather cooperates we will be using 
the park next door.  Bring your sleeping bag.  The 
program is funded through Bloomington/Normal’s 
Children’s Ministry, except for the $5 registration fee.  
Kathy Tymonko and Kathi Pritts are directing this 
Christian adventure.  They have been leaders for two 
years in the secular version, Peace Camp.  For 
registration forms and information contact Kathy at 309-
212-6932 or tymonko@verizon.net. 

Kathy Tymonko 
  

GUIDES NEEDED FOR 
PEACE ADVENTURE 

 
Wanted: Peace loving adults and high school students 
For: Peace Adventure for VRD 
On: November 10th and 11th 
Task: Guides for 4th and 5th  graders 
Training: On Oct. 29th and Nov. 5th at 6:30 pm 
Site for the Adventure: Grace UMC, Bloomington 
Application and information: Kathy at 309-212-6923 or 
tymonko@verizon.net 

 
 This overnight adventure will stress peace 
within and peace between from a Christian perspective.  
Activities include songs, video, crafts, acting, games and 
much more.  Directories Kathy Tymonko and Kathi 
Pritts have led a week-long secular version of this for the 
past two years and now want to hold an event 
specifically for UM students. 

Kathy Tymonko 
 

FESTIVAL  
OF TREES 

 
 The Baby Fold Festival of Trees “Christmas 
Around the World” will be November 14-18 at 
Bloomington Interstate Center.  This is the best way to 
start your holidays!  For more information call 309-451-
7254 or check out www.FestOfTrees.org. 

 



- FOR YOUR INFORMATION - 
 

JAMANI NEWS  
 

 Jamani United Methodist Ministries (JUMM) is 
excited to announce that construction will soon begin on 
its first Jamani Java® coffee shop.  Located at 3703 
Ireland Grove road in Bloomington, IL. the 2500 square 
foot shop will be bordered by The Links Golf Course, 
Busey Bank, various medical and office buildings and 
Bloomington’s new YMCA. 
 Jamani Java will feature décor elements that 
highlight the major coffee producing nations of the 
world.  Guests will enjoy the family-friendly 
atmosphere, exceptional customer service, top quality 
products and socially conscious connections.  Jamani 
Java also features two Summit Spaces®, private rooms 
that can be reserved throughout the week for meetings, 
seminars, bible studies and even small worship services. 
 Jamani United Methodist Ministries is a new 
disciple-making initiative of the Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference.  The ministry’s vision is to connect secular 
people with the life-changing presence and power of 
Jesus Christ by hosting and fostering meaningful 
friendships that lead to spiritual conversations. 

Rev. Chuck Anthony 
 Check out the Jamani Java web page.  You can 
order delicious coffee online!    www.jamanijava.com 

 
NEWS STREAMS INFORMATIONAL SESSION  

 
 Are you still wondering what New Streams of 
Living Water is all about?  Is your church seeking to 
make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
the world?  Do you live in or near the Vermilion River 
District?  Good news!  New Streams is coming to a 
location near you! 
 The New Streams Team will present a free 
informational session at Coal City UMC on Sunday, 
December 9, 7:00-8:30 pm.  This session is designed 
especially for Local Pastors and Supply Pastors and 
members of their congregations, but is open to anyone 
who would like to learn more about New Streams.  
Teams of pastors and laity from the same church are 
encouraged to attend together, if possible. 
 Those who will be attending the session are 
invited to come a little early and join the Coal City 
congregation in The Water’s Edge, a multi-sensory 
worship experience, from 6:00-7:00 pm.  For more 
information about this service, visit the Coal City UMC 
website, www.coalcityum.org. 
 Extra copies of the IGRC version of the New 
Streams workbook will be available at the session for 
$5.00 each.  The version that is currently available 
through Cokesbury (from Discipleship Resources) is 
selling for $13.00, so this is a bargain!  The DVD 
containing stories of IGRC churches who piloted the 
New Streams resources will be available at no charge to 
those attending the session. 

 For more information or to say you will attend, 
please contact Beth Fender at bfender@igrc.org or 217-
529-2611. 

Beth Fender 
 

STREAMS OF HOPE 4TH ANNUAL  
PET BLESSING 

 

 
 

 Each fall churches across the nation have a 
service for the blessing of animals and pets.  October 4th 
is the official day for the Feast of St. Francis, a day to 
celebrate the life of this 13th century Italian monk.  
Francis was well known for his hospitality to all 
creatures – animals included.  He loved all animals, great 
and small, and believed they should be treated with 
dignity and respect.  Francis wrote a Canticle of the 
Creature, an ode to God’s living things. It includes the 
line, “All praise to you, O Lord, for all these brother and 
sister creatures.” 
 Streams of Hope UM Fellowship just celebrated 
its 4th Annual Pet Blessing open to the greater 
community.  We have been privileged to use the large 
fenced pet area at Godley Park.  For so many children 
and adults pets play an important role in the family.  We 
can learn a lot about unconditional love from our pets.  
We should afford to our furry friends the same blessings 
that we receive on a weekly basis in the church. 
 This year Pastor Jennifer blessed 44 dogs and 
two donkeys.  A generic blessing was given to the herd 
of deer, block of ducks and one lone rooster.  Each pet 
was given a certificate of blessing along with yummy 
homemade treats baked by Cheryl Lenig.  Together we 
sang, “All God’s Critters Got a Place in the Choir” as 
we rejoiced in the multiple ways that God blesses our 
lives through our fury friends. 

Rev. Jennifer Seder 
 

2007 LONG POINT AND GRAND RIDGE 
CHURCH PICNIC  

 
 Pastor Mark Canada taunted the picnickers, 
daring them to throw the ball at the target would release 
Pastor Mark into the chilly water of the dunk tank. Many 
stepped up to the challenge, sending our beloved Pastor 
Mark into the drink.  Bravely climbing back on his 
perch, Pastor Mark claimed, “That was a lucky throw.  
Bet ya’ can’t do it again!” 
 Happily, many were able to do it again and 
again, raising $445.00 toward the missions: “Fanti Boat 
Project” and “Nothing But Nets.”  The Liberian  
 



 
missionaries need the boat to spread God’s Word and the 
Liberian people need the nets to keep malaria-laden 
mosquitoes off of them while they sleep. 
 The picnic took place in the Long Point Park 
following the combined worship service of the Long 
Point and Grand Ridge Methodist congregations on 
Sunday, August 26.  First, following the blessing, the 
church shared a sumptuous meal.  Everyone then 
enthusiastically sang hymns to the music provided by 
Mrs. Donna Berge. 
 The day grew warm, over 90 degrees, so Pastor 
Mark gladly climbed to his perch on the dunk tank, 
looking forward to hitting the chilly water and making a 
“Splash for Jesus,” to borrow the phrase from our 
summer Vacation Bible School.  The money earned by 
the dunk tank went to the mission funds.  It appeared 
that many of the picnickers possessed a good throwing 
arm. 
 Stepping in for our Pastor, after he became 
water-logged, 10-year-old Kendall Loudon hit the water 
smiling.  Gleefully leading the throng who sent young 
Loudon into the cold, cold water were his sisters (a little 
pay-back time maybe?). 
 People of all ages and abilities enjoyed the 
dunking.  Those who shied away from actually dunking 
Pastor Mark and Kendall, were not shy about cheering 
on the dunkers.  Everyone looks forward to next year’s 
fun. 

Linda DeRosa 
 
 

ACTIVITIES AT VERONA UMC  
 

 The Verona UMC held Vacation Bible School 
Monday, August 6-Friday, August 10.  It had been 
several years since we had held one.  We had twenty-two 
young people attend.  We used the theme, “Lift Off! 
Soaring to New Heights With God!”  The children 
thoroughly enjoyed the music, lessons, and crafts.  We 
topped the week off with a program, a balloon launch, 
and an ice cream social.  We collected $124.77 to buy 
rubber trees and seeds for agriculture of our sister 
districts in Liberia. 
 The Verona UMC also hosted the praise and 
worship team, “Traveling Light” for the 2nd year in a row 
for Katrina II, Bishops’ Appeal.  We held a 4:00 service 
on Sunday afternoon, August 26 and served a free meal 
afterwards.  Our love offering was $300 and was sent to 
those still affected by the hurricanes in the gulf region. 

Lauri Roe 
 

UMCOR – WILDFIRES  
 

 UMCOR is responding with an emergency grant 
to the California-Pacific Annual Conference to aid those 
affected by the current wildfires in Southern California.  
Please pray for the people of Southern California and 
help them in their time of need by giving to UMCOR 

Advance #901670, Domestic Disaster Response. 

 
District Office 

 
Vermilion River District 
Illinois Great Rivers Conference 
210 W. Water St. 
Suite 2 
Pontiac, IL 61764 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


