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Building Bridges 
 
A bridge is built to span a gorge, valley, road, railroad track, river, body of water, or any other physical 
obstacle. Designs of bridges vary depending on the function of the bridge and the nature of the terrain where 
the bridge is to be constructed (from Wikipedia.org).   
 

Building bridges is exactly what we are about in our partnership with Liberia.  Just as it is crucial that we build 
relationships with the people in our local communities to fulfill our mission of making disciples for Jesus 
Christ and meeting the needs of people where we live and work, so do we need to span the miles and build 
relationships with other United Methodists who are seeking to do the same thing in their communities in 
Liberia.  Bridges are needed to cross every obstacle whether it is across the street or across an ocean.  To do 
this, different bridges are needed to accomplish specific tasks.   
 

Listed below are some of the kinds of bridges that we can utilize in building bridges to Liberia.   
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Beam Bridges – Learning the Story 
 
A 'beam bridge' is a rigid, horizontal structure that rests on two end supports, and carries traffic loads by acting 
structurally as a beam. It is a direct descendant of the log bridge…used in pedestrian bridges and for highway 
overpasses...(and)…is in structural terms the simplest of the many bridge types (from Wikipedia.org). 
 

Learning the story of the people of Liberia is the most basic and least complex of any bridge that we can build 
in this project.  Consider how you and your church might learn their story.   
 

1. Invite our superintendent, Keith Zimmerman, to come to your church to preach or to lead a 
presentation on his experiences during his visit to Liberia last February.  Dates and times are limited so 
contact the District Office at 815-844-3530 or vrdist@verizon.net to make your reservation. 

 

2. You can also contact Bunny Wolfe, Conference Coordinator at 217-529-2749 or bwolfe@igrc.org to 
invite her to your church.  Bunny has traveled numerous times to Liberia leading mission trips there. 

 

3. For news about Liberia, do an internet search.  Information on how the United Methodists in Liberia 
began efforts to help in rebuilding people’s lives and the nation as the Civil War ended in 2003 go to: 
http://archives.umc.org/interior.asp?ptid=2&mid=2598     

 

4. Obtain a copy of “By the Goodness of God” an autobiography by John G. Innis, Resident Bishop of 
the Liberia Annual Conference in which he recounts his life story including his dramatic witness 
during the fourteen year civil war that finally came to an end in 2003. 

 

 
 
Truss Bridges – Becoming a Part of the Story 
 
A truss bridge is a bridge composed of connected elements…(and)…are one of the oldest types of modern 
bridges. This type of bridge structure has a fairly simple design and is particularly cheap to construct owing to 
its efficient use of materials (from Wikipedia.org). 
 

Providing resources for the Liberian United Methodist to carry out their mission and to help in the rebuilding 
of their economy is a way to become a part of the new story being written there. 
 

1. Pray daily for Morrison Wleh, Superintendent of the Nana Kru District, Fannah Tartieh, 
Superintendent of the Grand Gedeh District, John Innis, Bishop of the Liberia Annual Conference, and 
for your partner Liberian local church and pastor. 

 

2. Providing salary support to the pastors there.  The highest paid clergy person serving in the Nana Kru 
District receives about $4 US per month; most receive $2 US or less.  The same is true in the Grand 
Gedeh District, but at least three pastors there have received no compensation in the past three years.  
Consider a gift of $20 per month as a connecting truss in your partnership.  

a. Nana Kru District:  Pastor Salary—General Advance #15124A/IGRC 2110 
b. Grand Gedeh District: Pastor Salary—General Advance #15124A/IGRC 2113 

 

3. Provide scholarships for children and youth in our partner districts.  The levels of scholarship support 
are: $50—Elementary Student per year; $100—Secondary School Student per year; $750—College 
Student per Semester in Liberia. 

a. Nana Kru District:  Scholarships—General Advance #15125A/IGRC 2109 
b. Grand Gedeh District: Scholarships—General Advance #15125A/IGRC 2112 

 

4. Be a part of one of the upcoming mission trips to Liberia in February or late October, 2008.  Bunny 
Wolfe, David Estep, and Tim Bias have several different trips slated for next year.  If you cannot travel 
that far, you might consider helping sponsor someone from your congregation or from our district to be 
a connecting truss in the partnership bridge with Liberia. 
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Suspension Bridges – Partnering in Building a New Story  
 
A suspension bridge or suspended-deck suspension bridge has strong cables anchored at each end of the 
bridge that are then suspended between towers, and vertical suspender cables carry the weight of the deck 
below, upon which traffic crosses (from Wikipedia.org).   
 

Partnership efforts with the strength and connecting potential of a suspension bridge invite us into mission in 
ways that will help build a new story for the people of the Nana Kru and Grand Gedeh Districts in Liberia. 
 

1. Support the district transportation projects: 
 

a. River Way Project (2007)—COMPLETED!  Thanks to the generosity of our people and 
churches, over $15,800 was raised to purchase a fanti boat and motor.  In fact, TWO boats and 
TWO 40 horsepower outboard motors were able to be purchased! 

 

 
 

b. Road Way Project (2007-2008)—The effort has now shifted to raise $20,000, which will 
purchase a four wheel drive Vehicle for each partner district: one for use in Nana Kru District 
and one for the Grand Gedeh District.  Neither of our partner district superintendents have 
transportation…each walks to and through his district or has to hitch a ride!   

 

 
 

2. Support development of agriculture and other commerce in our partner districts through funds to 
purchase tools, seeds for crops to begin farming and commerce opportunities that will develop 
livelihoods for the Liberian people.   

 

a. Vacation Bible Schools (2007 and 2008)—invite children to bring a dollar that will buy a 
rubber tree so that latex (rubber) may be produced.  It takes five years from planting to reach a 
harvest so Rubber Trees is a long term investment that makes a difference today for tomorrow. 

 

b. Include agriculture and economic development in your Advent, 2007 offering to provide Seeds 
and Tools for our partner districts. 

 

3. Build a Parsonage for the Grand Gedeh District (Goal: $30,000)—2008 
 

4. Build a Mission Center with a School and Clinc in the Nana Kru District and in the Grand Gedeh 
District—Primary focus Fall, 2008 through Spring, 2011  

 
In sending your gifts to the Conference Treasurere, be sure to use the following numbers AND list the 
specfic project (Vehicle, Rubber Trees, Seeds and Tools, Grand Gedeh Parsonage, or Mission Center): 

Nana Kru District:    Reconstruction Assistance—General Advance #15126N/IGRC 2111 
Grand Gedeh District: Reconstruction Assistance—General Advance #15126N/IGRC 2114 


