Lenten Greetings,

The events of the past five+ weeks have been avbtbrthe trip to Liberia and the death of my
father. It has been hard to process everything| bave found perspective as | have gone back
to read some of the reflections | recorded en routaberia and during my time there. | will be
sharing in this month’s newsletter and in the merghead some of those reflections. More than
learning something about my perspectives on faitlifé and in Liberia, | hope it will nudge you

a bit to take yet another step in your own faitirjeey.

Journal of Reflections — Liberia Trip - SaturdagpFuary 10, 2007

In less than 9 hours of flight time and almost amyngetting to and waiting in
airports, | was thousands of miles from the famili&he distance from Bobbie—
wife, friend, soul mate—from our two adult childrand from two precious
grandkids, and from my Dad was more than it had bgen. And today was
only the first day of traveling that would take foether away to Liberia.

Yet in the time of flight—with the seat getting dar and harder, and my sitting
still tested to its limit—my reading of Gregg Clagis book, “Living Your
Heart’s Desire”, while listening to the songs ofdiiael W. Smith and Robin
Mark, moved me to another awareness. | felt amvdvelming sense of gratitude
for God’s grace extended to me in my life and ntigis-in the face of all my
feeble efforts and mistakes in judgment on occasiiongside it was the
realization that who | am and what | am seekinggoome in my journey toward
God has not been synonymous with my service asitedJMethodist clergy.

The positions of pastor, and now superintendeni loaly been arenas in which
I have worked through my call. The work done ialgeg to draw others to
Christ (in faith and discipleship) and in churchldimg (structural and
metaphaorical) was not the primary work in whichdssengaged. That work
really had as much to do with how God was callirggtmlive as it did with what
| was being called to do...or what | will ever beledlto do.

How | live each day of this life is to honor GoRefiod)
How | use my gifts in ministry is to honor God. (ieel)
How | am able to become like Jesus will always ld@god! (Exclamation Paint)

That is my call...my life’s work.

As Robin Mark stated in one of his songs:
“When its all been said and done.
There is just one thing that matters:
did | do my best to live for truth,
did I live my life for you...”

Amazing the perspective | found at 35,000+ feet..yaft@m all the doing.

Feith



LAPLRRUIL,
1 6:30 pm Los Amigos Del Norte Lent Seevat Trinity

6 7:00 pm Los Amigos Del Norte Lent Seevit Wesley

10-12 Cabinet

15 District Celebration at Normal Calvary

17 9:00 am Los Amigos Del Norte at Trinity

23 10:00 am Clergy area leaders at DidgDftite

24-26 Cabinet
29 12:00-2:00 pm The Great Ingathering\aight

O T R WG o) -
Oren Bank 04-02 Roberta Kerr04-16
Julie Alderman 04-07 Steve Anderson-184
David Boggs 04-08 Oliver Zivnhey 04-24

-APRIL NEWS -

DISTRICT CELEBRATION

As a part of an annual celebration of ministrydnay the VRD, this year we welcome Christian sifgmrgwriter
Ken Medema in concert at the Calvary UMC in NororalApril 15. Celebration 2008Bpreading the Firewill begin at 1:00
p-m. with a ministry fair highlighting the UM miriges located everywhere in the district from lodalirches, to camping, to
an automobile racing ministry, and more. In additio displays featuring these, Cokesbury will offestore complete with
books, curriculum, music, worship resources, ampkes for carrying out effective and vital ministr

Rounding out this celebration, Ken Medema willfpen in concert at 2:30 p.m. Blind since birth, déena has a
stirring and unusual view of the world that he sisan his songs as they apply to the Christian [Tee program will include
his performance of many of his own well-known sorgddd and new — along with a children’s choir magefrom young
people from the Bloomington and Normal UM ChurchEer a special part of the program, Ken will ieéll the children in
the audience to help him perform a song to twolsoAlall who come will be treated to his storytgliand incredible
improvisational skill as he “writes” exceptionallyspirational songs on-the-spot using words suggdely the audience.
Ken's gifts and his sharing of them are not to bissed! You can hear and learn more about Ken Madain
www.kenmedema.com.

This free concert will be open to the public antl be underwritten by a love offering to be reaavduring the
intermission. Lunch will be available for $5.50ttmse who call Sandy at the District Office by iN8I". We hope to see
many there to share in our desire to spread te®fithe Holy Spirit in the VRD and around the IGRC

Rev. Brian Caughlan
District Leadership Team

THE GREAT INGATHERING 2007

God’s Blessings! We are preparing for the Gregathering scheduled for April 9orm 12:00 — 2:00 pm at the
Dwight UMC. A packet has been sent out to evemyrch in the district with the details needed to em#tkis mission a
success. Please get this packet into the hanglsuofrepresentative of UMM as soon as possibleolf do not have an
active UMM'’s group, please get this to your Lay deaand ask them to spearhead this district wicksion.

Last year we filled 5 large straight trucks witbxes of donations. This year we hope to do as evdletter. So
let's all take advantage of this project to clean olosets of clothes that we no longer need. Mslke everyone



understands that the goods are to be boxed noea@pxed items pack much better in the large trucRsod furniture
is wanted. Good and wearable clothes and shoesated. Please, no refrigerators, air condit®oestoves.

The key to a successful Great Ingathering is piili Please get the word out through your locglgr. Making
announcements in your church service and newseattiéiralso be helpful. Reading through the pareplid the best way
to understand what the Great Ingathering involves.

Also, from 12:00 — 2:00 pm, there is a Great Ihgahg meal available hosted by our youth, so cborggry and
enjoy a great meal after you drop off your donaiofmhank you.

VRD UMM
Verlin Karstens

- FOR YOUR INFORMATION -

GEARING UP FOR 2007 SEASON

The UM Motorsports Ministry is preparing for a sea of reaching out to people with the Gospel stideChrist.

During the winter months, the ministry team hasrbleard at work planning the racing and appearscitedules,
gathering material to pass out at the events, anttimg on the two race cars. The ministry is dtsuking at adding a
third car that could be run on the local dirt tre@kithin the Conference. The modified stockcaemdy to race. Pastors
Mark Canada and Mark Amenda will be traveling taeksOhio this month to pick up a new power plaotif engine
builder, Larry Lalonde. Larry has come onboard gfear to provide an engine that will produce &@9 horsepower for
the Outlaw Sprint Car. Larry has been very helpfudiving of his knowledge, labor and racing parts

The group is seeking support from individuals, rches, and companies to take this dynamic, fasedac
evangelistic ministry to a higher level. The miniss now offering a “Racing Partners in Ministrgtogram for those
who would like to come onboard to reach milliongpebple for Christ. Last year the UM Motorsportsigtry reached
out to over 7.8 million people by personal appeegarand television. This year the goal is ovemilbon people being
exposed to the saving grace of our Savior, JesustCimviting all to the Lord’s Table and to attetheir local UMC. If
anyone is interested in joining, please contact us.

The UM Motorsports Ministry will kick-off the seas at the VRD Rally and Celebration on April 15eeSyou
there!

“Racing to Reach People for Christ”
Rev. Mark Amenda, 1607 Lucy St., Streator, IL 61B®bne: 815-672-8932, email: amenda@udnet.net

Racing and appearandestative schedule:
April 15 VRD Rally and Celebration — Normal, IL
(sprint car)
27 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (stock car)
May 4 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (stock)car
11 Grundy Co. Speedway- Morris, IL (stock car)
18 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (stock car)
June 6-9 IGR — Annual Conference (sprint car)
16 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL(sprint car)
29-30 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (stock car
and sprint car)
July 6 Route 66 Racew@y/orld of Outlaws
national televised event on ESPMN#iet, IL
(sprint car)
13 Grundy Co.Speedway-Morris, IL (stock car)
14 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL(sprint car)
28 Rockford Speedway-Rockford, IL (stock car)
Aug. 4 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (spriat)c
17 Grundy Co. Speedway-Morris, IL (stock car)
18-19 Ridge Farm UMC-Ridge Farm, IL (spriat)c
Sept. 1 Grundy Co, Speedway-Morris, IL (spdat)




SCHOOL OFFERING

Schroen, Para-professional
Front row: Chatsworth Elementary students: Jaylyaunan, Brianna Koerner, Olivia Weber, Autumn Mc€uam Wever and Alex McCure

The Chatsworth UMC has set goals for 2007 to kélb the education of children in our community @ndhe
country of Liberia. In February we took an offeyiaf supply items identified by teachers at Chatsiw&lementary as
things that would improve their ability to teachdazare for the children in their classrooms. Bofkésd with pencils,
scissors, staplers, tape dispensers, garbage siagsge bags, notebook paper, construction pajgnfetting cleaning
wipes, crayons, markers and CD players were thdicaed and presented to Chatsworth Elementary¢ea@nd para-
professionals at the March 4 worship service. $#&e now underway for a fundraiser meal in Mayatee more funds
to be split between Chatsworth Elementary and sehlbips for elementary and secondary studentshieria.

Rev. Ann Champion

LET'S GET FRIENDLY!

Last July, the Congregational Development TeathefiGRC decided to explore the feasibility of avrehurch
start in southeast Bloomington, IL. Now, after rimnof research, development, prayer and learnlagyani UM
Ministries is beginning to take shape. Jamanir{pumcedjah-mon-e¢ is one of several Swahili words that can be
translatedriends Jamani UM Ministries (JUMM) is all about makingw friends.

It is no secret that mainline churches continuage and shrink. And as we do, our worldview bezosmaller
and more disconnected with the very people we wtald to see in our pews. Neither is it any sethmat reaching
youthful parishioners is becoming an increasingffiatilt task. Dan Kimball, Senior Pastor of Vig Faith Church,
Santa Cruz, CA and author dhey Love Jesus, But Not the Chuagtly states, “We must recognize the Christianbibeib
and sub-culture that we have created and how thgbswour view of reality and of non-Christians.”imball contends
that not only is the organized church out-of-tougtih contemporary culture, but that the very pedpkechurch hopes to
reach (the 35 and under crowd) actually view therclh with at least a great deal of suspicion orsepas an enemy.
The day and age of church being the central paftnaérican life and the home to which all peoplergually return is
over. It a whole new ballgame.

In order for the UMC to have any chance at alleaiching these present or succeeding generati@nisave to be
willing to rethink and retool. And it is going take a lot more than adding contemporary musicaafelv candles. We
have to find new ways to make new friends. Readjzhis, the directors of Jamani UM Ministries haleveloped an
entirely new and fun way to meet literally thoussuad new people every year and make hundreds offnemds every
week.

Sound exciting? Watch next month’s newslettemfiore about Jamani UM Ministries and how you caa part
of this great new UM movement that is all aboutiggtfriendly.

Rev. Charles Anthony
Ellsworth UMC

Be ye fishers of men — you catch them & He'll clean them.



NEW CHRISTIAN EDUCATION ADDITION DEDICATED AT COAL _ CITY UMC

Communion being served by Dr. Keith Zimmerman hBjs Christopher and Dr. Thomas Logsdon

On Sunday, March 11 Bishop Sharon A. Brown Chpbk#&y led the worship service at Coal City UMC and
dedicated their new Christian Education additioAdlong with the dedication, Bishop Christopher aksrved Holy
Communion with Dr. Thomas Logsdon, Pastor of Ca&y OMC, District Superintendent, Dr. Keith Zimmeam, and
District Lay Leader, Ken P. Miller. A crowd of av200 people attended the special service. Poiting service, from
9:00 am-10:15 am, tours were given of the new etitrcaddition and a cake reception was held inféHewship hall.

Ann Thompson

IGRC SCHOLARSHIPS

IGRC Merit Awards Scholarship is from the UM Stat®ay Special Offering. Scholarships will be asled to
students attending a UM-related school, collegévarsity or theological school recognized by theivdrsity Senate.
One or more $500 merit awards will be awarded.

lllinois Great Rivers Scholars is for the 2007-20fcademic year. The IGRC Benevolence Budget decu
funds to support the IGR Scholars Program. Uphtee (3) $1,000 and eight (8) $750 scholarshipkheilawarded to
students attending any institution of higher leagnor seminary recognized by the University Sendttés not required
that the institutions be within the bounds of timaw@al conference. Awards are for “merit,” buthbsld be understood
that merit can be in terms of academic scholargitiprch involvement, financial need, special vawai preparation for
ministry or other service, or a combination of #hdactors as may be determined by the annual camfer HECM
Scholarship Team.

Both opportunities use the same application form, available on-line
(http://www.igrc.org/ministries/highered/schlars$iiptml), or by contacting the Conference Office, 217-2040 (ask for
Christy Blickensderfer).

Due date: Applications must be postmarked no tatan April 1, 2007. GRC- NEWS




